1 am quite resigned and. even indifferent. The important thing for me is to live for ten years, giving up two hours a day to some work or other, in some town or other. Between a licencie or a Doctor; in a first or third-class lycee the difference is nil. For us, the University is no longer a career, but a means of living to be preserved solely for that reason ; my only bother is to be obliged to lose a few more months in those ridiculous examinations. All I should wish would be to have some free time so as to worship my gods quietly. They have lost their vague
1 The notebook on La Fontaine, filled at the beginning of the year with a view to the aggregation, contains notes on fables by Babrius, ^sop, Phaedrua, La Fontaine, Leasing ; on Phsedrus and La Fontaine; on the difference of style betweed JUsop and La Fontaine; on principal points to be noted in La Fontaine; action and composition in La Fontaine ; lastly, a plan and a Besume, Litteraire. Here is the plan:
" Of Fable in general, taken in the abstract. Enumerate and define its parts, and examine in each what corresponds to it in La Fontaine.
" 1, Of the primitive element of Fable ; animals and an allegory. Gnomic, moral, and scientific primitive character, changed by La Fontaine into a poetical one (opposition of the Scientific and the Poetic, of the formula and the drama)." The rest of the work is a demonstration of the word poetic.
" 2, Conditions of a Poetic Fable :   General theory of Poetry :
(a)  Characters and Morals.
(b)  Action and Composition.
(c)  Style (compare with Phosdrus,  ^Esop, and the Middle
Ages).
(d)  Character of the Poet.
(e)  Description of the particular Character of the Poet, of
his morals ;  anti-religious, anti-aristocratic, etc., malicious, Greek, Gaulois, etc., etc. 247